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No. lOO of 1981 
An Act to amend the Local and District Criminal Courts Act, 1916-1981; the 
Justices Act, 1921-1981; the Criminal Law Consolidation Act, 1935-1980; 
and the Companies Act, 1962-1981; and to make consequential amendments 
to the Local and District Criminal Courts Act Amendment Act, 1978. 
[Assented to 23 December 1981] 
BE IT ENACTED by the Governor of the State of South Australia, with 
the advice and consent of the Parliament thereof, as follows: 
PART I 
PRELIMINARY 
925 
PAllT I 
1. This Act may be cited as the "Statutes Amendment (Jurisdiction of Short title. 
Courts) Act, 1981". 
2. (1) This Act shall come into operation on a day to be fixed by proclama- Commence-
ti· ~ on. 
(2) The Governor may, by the proclamation made for the purposes of 
subsection (1), suspend the operation of specified provisions of this Act until 
a later day fixed in the proclamation or to be fixed by subsequent proclamation.. 
3. This Act is arranged as follows: 
PART I-PRELIMINARY 
PART II-AMENDMENT OF LOCAL AND DISTRICT 
CRIMINAL COURTS ACT, 1926-1981 
PART Ill-AMENDMENT OF JUSTICES ACT, 1921-1981 
PART IV-AMENDMENT OF CRIMINAL LAW CON-
SOLIDATION ACT, 1935-1980 
PART V-AMENDMENT OF COMPANIES ACT, 1962-1981. 
PART 11 
AMENDMENT OF LOCAL AND DISTRICT CRIMINAL COURTS 
ACT, 1926-1981 
Arranaemeot 
of Act. 
PARTn 
4. (1) In this Part, the Local and District Criminal Courts Act, 1926-1981, Short titles. 
is referred to as "the principal Act". 
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(2) The principal Act, as amended by this Part, may be cited as the "Local 
and District Criminal Courts Act, 1926-1981". 
s. Section 4 of the principal Act is amended-
(a) by striking out from the definition of "small claim" in subsection (2) 
the passage "five hundred doJIars" and substituting the passage 
"one thousand dollars"; 
(b) by striking out the definition of "the local court jurisdictional limit" 
in subsection (2) and substituting the following definitions: 
"the jurisdictional limit of local courts of limited jurisdiction" 
means seven thousand five hundred dollars: 
"the local court jurisdictional limit" means-
(a) in relation to a cause of action in tort relating to 
injury, damage or loss caused by, or arising out 
of, the use of a motor vehicle-sixty thousand 
dollars; 
and 
(b) in any other case-forty thousand dollars:; 
(c) by striking out from paragraph (b) of the definition of "group I 
offence" in subsection (3) the passage "ten years" and substituting 
the passage "fifteen years"; 
(d) by striking out from the definition of "group 11 offence" in sub-
section (3) the passage "for a term exceeding four years but not 
exceeding ten years" and substituting the passage "for a term 
exceeding five years but not exceeding fifteen years"; 
and 
(e) by striking out from the definition of "group III offence" the passage 
"four years" and substituting the passage "five years". 
6. Section 5a of the principal Act is amended by inserting after subsection 
(1) the following subsection: 
(2) Where proceedings in respect of a claim for a pecuniary sum 
exceeding five hundred dollars but not exceeding one thousand dollars 
had been instituted in a local court before the commencement of the 
Statutes Amendment (Jurisdiction of Courts) Act, 1981, that claim does 
not become a small claim by virtue of the provisions of that amending 
Act. 
7. Section 5b of the principal Act is amended-
(a) by striking out from paragraph (b) of subsection (3) the passage 
"or a Special Magistrate"; 
(b) by striking out from paragraph (c) of subsection (3) the passage 
"who has, for not less than seven years, held a practising certificate 
issued under that Act" and substituting the passage "of not less 
than seven years standing"; 
and 
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(c) by inserting after subsection (3) the following subsection: 
No. 109 
(3a) For the purpose of determining whether a legal 
practitioner has the standing required for appointment to 
judicial office, only-
(a) periods for which he has held a practising certificate 
(whether or not he simultaneously held office as 
a special magistrate for the whole or any part of 
those periods); 
or 
(b) periods for which he has, prior to the commence-
ment of the Statutes Amendment (Jurisdiction of 
Courts) Act, 1981, held office as a special 
magistrate without also holding a practising 
certificate, 
shall be taken into account. 
8. Section 31 of the principal Act is amended-
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PART 11 
Amendment of 
5.31-
(a) by striking out from paragraph I the passage "is not more than !~~:J~:o:r 
twenty thousand dollars" and substituting the passage "does not f~~\sdiction. 
exceed the local court jurisdictional limit"; 
(b) by striking out from paragraph I the passage "reduced to twenty 
thousand dollars or less" and substituting the passage "reduced 
to an amount that falls within the local court jurisdictional 
limit" ; 
(c) by striking out from paragraph II the passage "twenty thousand 
dollars" and substituting the passage "the local court 
jurisdictional limit" ; 
and 
(d) by striking out from paragraph III the passage "twenty thousand 
dollars" and substituting the passage "the local court 
jurisdictional limit" . 
9. Section 32 of the principal Act is amended by striking out the passage 
"two thousand five hundred dollars" wherever it occurs and substituting, in 
each case, the passage "the jurisdictional limit of local courts of limited 
jurisdiction" . 
10. Section 57 of the principal Act is amended by inserting in subsection (I) 
after the passage "in any action" the passage "(not being an action based upon a 
small claim)". 
Amendment of 
s.32-
Jurisdiction 
of courts of 
limited jurisdiction. 
Amendment of 
s.57-
Reservation of 
question of 
law. 
11. Section 58 of the principal Act is amended- ~~dment of 
• Appeal to (a) by stnking out from paragraphs (a), (b), (c) and (~) of subsection (I) t':u~~preme 
the passage "five hundred dollars" wherever It occurs and sub-
stituting, in each case, the passage "one thousand dollars"; 
(b) by striking out from subsection (3) the passage "five hundred dollars" 
and substituting the passage "one thousand dollars"; 
and 
(c) by inserting in subsection (3) after the passage "any party referred 
to in subsection (I) of this section" the passage "(not being a 
party to an action based on a small claim}". 
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11. Section 107 of the principal Act is amended by striking out from sub-
section (2) the passage "the rate of five dollars per centum per annum" and 
substituting the passage "the rate prescribed by rules of court". 
:.~ment or 13. Section 126 of the principal Act is amended by striking out from sub-
Non-appearance section (I) the passage "the rate of five dollars per centum per annum" and 
of defendant. b" h " h 'bed b ul f " 
Amendment of 
s.152b-
Riahtof 
rep_tation. 
Amendment of 
I. 152f-
Certain matten 
not Justiciable 
under this Part. 
Insertion of DeW 
s.U4 
Riahtof 
appeai. 
Amendment or 
1.153-
Execution 
apiDSt 1OOds. 
Amendment or 
I. I6$-
Suspension of 
execution in 
case of 
sicknesa. etc. 
Amendment of 
1.168-
Wbataoocll 
may be taken 
in execution. 
su stituting t e passage t e rate prescfl y r es 0 court . 
14. Section 152b of the principal Act is amended by striking out from 
subsection (I) the passage "In any proceedings" and substituting the passage 
"Subject to this Part, in any proceedings". 
15. Section 152f of the principal Act is amended by striking out from 
paragraph (a) of subsection (1) the passage "five hundred dollars" and sub-
stituting the passage "one thousand dollars". 
16. The following section is inserted after section 152f of the principal 
Act: 
152g. (l) A party to proceedings based upon a small claim who is 
dissatisfied with a judgment given in the proceedings may, by leave of a 
local court of full jurisdiction, appeal to that court against the judgment. 
(2) Upon the appeal, the local court of full jurisdiction may confinn, 
vary or quash the judgment subject to the appeal and, where it quashes 
the judgment, may give any judgment that should, in the opinion of the 
court, have been given in the first instance. 
(3) Proceedings relating to an appeal under this section shall be 
heard and determined without unnecessary formality, and may be heard, 
at the discretion of the court, either in open court or in chambers. 
(4) A party to an application for feave to appeal, or to an appeal, 
under this section may, by leave of the court to which the application or 
appeal is made, be represented by counsel. 
(5) In this section-
"judgment" includes a determination or order. 
17. Section 153 of the principal Act is amended by striking out from 
paragraph (b) of subsection (I) the passage "the rate of five dollars per centum 
per annum" and substituting the passage "the rate prescribed by rules of court". 
18. Section 165 of the principal Act is amended by striking out the passage 
"three hundred dollars" wherever it occurs in subsection$ (1) and (2) and sub-
stituting, in each case, the passage "one thousand dollars". 
19. Section 168 of the principal Act is amended by striking out the passage 
"sixty dollars" and substituting the passage "one hundred dollars". 
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20. Section 175 of the principal Act is amended-
(a) by inserting after subsection (2) the following subsection: 
(2a) For the purposes of subsection (2), a company shall 
be deemed to reside at the place where its registered office is 
situated.; 
(b) by striking out paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (3) and sub-
stituting the following paragraphs: 
(a) be in the form prescribed by rules of court; 
and 
(b) shall require-
(i) in the case of a summons issued against a natural 
person-that person to attend the court for 
examination; 
or 
(ii) in the case of a summons issued against a 
company-a director, secretary or other officer 
of the company named in the summons (the 
"company representative") to attend the court 
for examination, 
at a time fixed in the summons.; 
(c) by striking out subsection (4) and substituting the following sub-
sections: 
and 
(4) The summons shall be served by a bailiff, unless 
authority is obtained from a Judge or special magistrate for 
service by some other person. 
(4a) The summons shall be served personally-
(a) where it is issued against a natural person-upon 
that person; 
or 
(b) where it is issued against a company-upon the 
company representative named in the summons. 
(4b) A summons served under this section on a company 
representative shall be deemed to have been served on the 
relevant company. ; 
(d) by inserting after subsection (5) the following subsection: 
(6) In this section and the succeeding provisions of this 
Patt-
"company" means any body corporate: 
"company representative" means the director, secretary 
or other officer of a company named in a summons 
issued against a company under this section: 
"officer" of a company means officer as defined in the 
Companies Act, 1962-1981. 
929 
PAIlTD 
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21. Section 177 of the principal Act is amended-
(a) by striking out the passage "At the hearing of the summons" and 
substituting the passage "At the hearing of an unsatisfied 
judgment summons issued against a natural person"; 
and 
(b) by inserting after its present contents as amended by this section 
(now to be designated as subsection (1» the following subsections: 
(2) At the hearing of an unsatisfied judgment summons 
issued against a company-
(a) the company representative may be examined on 
oath as to-
(i) the assets and liabilities of the company; 
(ii) any transactions or dealings of the 
company that may have affected its 
assets or liabilities; 
and 
(Hi) any other matters relevant to the satis-
faction of the judgment; 
(b) the court may hear such evidence in relation to the 
matters referred to in paragraph (a) as it thinks 
fit; 
(c) the court may order the company representative to 
apply moneys or property of the company (being 
moneys or property in the possession or control 
of the company representative) in or towards 
satisfaction of the judgment debt or to take other 
steps specified by the court with a view to securing 
satisfaction of the judgment debt; 
(d) the court may order the company to pay the 
judgment debt at such time or in such instalments 
as it thinks fit. 
(3) An order under subsection (2) (c) does not operate so 
as to make a company representative personally liable for a 
judgment debt of the company. 
22. Section 178 of the principal Act is amended-
(a) by striking out the passage "If the person so summoned attends and" 
and substituting the passage "Where, in proceedings upon an 
unsatisfied judgment summons issued against a natural person, 
the person summoned attends and"; 
and 
(b) by inserting after its present contents as amended by this section (now 
to be designated as subsection (1» the following subsection: 
(2) Where, in proceedings upon an unsatisfied judgment 
summons issued against a company, the company representa-
tive attends and-
(a) refuses to be sworn; 
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(b) refuses to answer questions relevant to the examina-
tion or does not answer such questions to the 
satisfaction of the court; 
or 
(c) it appears to the court that the company representa-
tive has failed, without reasonable cause, to 
comply with an order under section 177 (2) (c), 
the court may order that he be committed to a gaol or other 
proper place of imprisonment named in the order for a period 
not exceeding forty days. 
23. Section 179 of the principal Act is amended-
931 
PARTU 
Amendment of 
5.179-
(a) by inserting after the passage "the party summoned", where it :r.:d:;ty 
first occurs, the passage "or, in the case of an unsatisfied judgment ~~'::::f 
. d . h . " representatIve 
summons Issue agamst a company, t e company representative ; does not attend. 
and 
(b) by striking out paragraph (b) and substituting the following para-
graph: 
(b) may proceed to hear and determine the proceedings in the 
absence of the party or company representative. 
24. Section 180 of the principal Act is amended by striking out from 
subsection (3) the passage "by the party summoned". 
Amendment of 
s.180-
Warrant of 
commitment. 
25. Section 181 of the principal Act is amended by striking out from Amendment of 
5.181-
subsection (2) the passage "sixty dollars" and substituting the passage "one Compensation 
hundred dollars". ~~.:~alious 
26. Section 183 of the principal Act is amended by inserting in subsection ~~~ment of 
(1) after the passage "judgment debtor" the passage "or company representa- Warrll!lts of 
• " commItment tive . to be issued 
to bailiff. 
27. Section 216 of the principal Act is amended by striking out from 
subsection (1) the passage "three thousand one hundred and eighty dollars" 
and substituting the passage "six thousand dollars." 
28. Section 228 of the principal Act is amended by striking out from 
subsection (I) the passage "three thousand one hundred and eighty dollars" 
and substituting the passage "six thousand dollars", 
Amendment of 
5.216-
Proceedings for 
recovery of 
premises and 
rent. 
Amendment of 
s.228-
Proceedings 
for recovery 
of premises 
where rent is 
one-half year 
in arrears. 
29. Section 230 of the principal Act is amended by striking out fro~ ~~;~nt of 
subsections (1) and (3) the passage "twenty thousand dollars" wherever It ~dingsin 
d b 't t' . h th "ti rty th d d 11 " e)eCtment where occurs an su stl u mg, m eac case, e passage 0 ousan 0 ars. land is under 
Real Property 
Act. 
932 
PAltTD 
Amend_tor 
.. 259-
Special 
equitablo jurisdictioa 
or the Ioca1 
court. 
Amendment of 
1.279-
Powers or 
courts in 
actiODS. 
Amendment of 
s.2lI4-
Order for 
examination 
or witnesses 
who are unable 
to attend at 
beari .... 
1981 Statutes Amendment (Jurisdiction of Courts) 
Act, 1981 
No. 109 
30. Section 259 of the principal Act is amended-
(a) by striking out the passage "twenty thousand dollars" wherever it 
occurs and substituting, in each case, the passage "forty thousand 
dollars"; 
and 
(b) by striking out the passage "three thousand one hundred and eighty 
dollars" wherever it occurs and SUbstituting, in each case, the 
passage "six thousand dollars". 
31. Section 279 of the principal Act is amended by striking out from 
paragraph (ii) of subsection (3) the passage "ninety dollars" and substituting the 
passage "two hundred dollars". 
31. Section 284 of the principal Act is amended by striking out the passage 
"ninety dollars" and substituting the passage "two hundred dollars". 
~~ment of 33. Section 285 of the principal Act is amended by striking out the passage 
Co~ss!on for "ninety dollars" and substituting the passage "two hundred dollars". 
elUUJUnatlOn of 
witnesses out 
of State, etc. 
Amendment or 
.. 294-
Counfees. 
Amendment of 
So 295--
Practitioners 
entitled to 
costs on 
certain scale. 
Amendment of 
s.296-
Costs as 
between 
solicitor and 
client. 
Amendment or 
1.302-
Remedy 
=pillQ-
or misconduct. 
34. Section 294 of the principal Act is amended-
(a) by striking out subsections (1) and (2) and substituting the following 
subsection: 
and 
(1) The Governor may, by regulation, fix fees to be paid 
in respect of matters specified in the regulations.; 
(b) by inserting after subsection (3) the following subsection: 
(3a) Payment of a fee pr~scribed under this section shall, 
in relation to matters declared by the regulations to be matters 
to which this subsection applies, be denoted by an adhesive 
stamp, issued by or on the authority of the Attorney-General, 
affixed in accordance with the regulations to process of, or a 
document filed in, the relevant court. 
35. Section 295 of the principal Act is amended by striking out from sub-
section (I) the passage ''two thousand five hundred dollars" wherever it occurs 
and substituting, in each case, the passage "seven thousand five hundred 
dollars". 
36. Section '296 of the principal Act is amended by striking out from sub-
section (1) the passage "two thousand five hundred dollars" wherever it occurs 
and substituting, in each case, the passage "seven thousand five hundred 
dollars". 
37. Section 302 of the principal Act is amended by striking out paragraph 
(c) and the word "and" immediately preceding that paragraph. 
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PUTU 
38. Section 328 of the principal Act is amended by striking out subsection ~t or 
(2) and substituting the following subsection: ;~risdiction 
aniC:i:" 
(2) A District Criminal Court has no jurisdiction to try or sentence ~mlna. bourt. 
a person for a group I offence except in a case referred by the Supreme 
Court to a District Criminal Court for trial. 
39. Sections 335 and 336 of the principal Act are repealed. Repeal or 
ss. 33' and 336. 
40. The following section is inserted after section 341 of the principal Act: =~~~~rf 
341a. A District Criminal Court, or a Judge, may remit, in whole or ~ission 
in part, a fee payable under the district criminal court provisions, or the 0 ea. 
rules of court under the district criminal court provisions, if it appears to 
the Court or Judge that the remission should, on account of the poverty 
of the party liable to pay the fee, or for any other reason, be granted. 
41. The third and fourth schedules to the principal Act are repealed. Repeal of 3rd 8Ild4th 
schedules to 
the principal 
Act. 
41. The Local and District Criminal Courts Act Amendment Act, 1978, is Coiueqd uentia. ded ameJLments to 
amen - ~ul:'d 
(a) by striking out paragraphs (c) and (d) of section 3; 5-::':t 
(b) by striking out paragraph (a) of section 10 and the word "and" Act,1978. 
immediately following that paragraph; 
(c) by striking out paragraph (a) of section 11 and the word "and" 
immediately following that paragraph; 
(d) by striking out section 16; 
(e) by striking out section 18; 
(I) by striking out section 21; 
(g) by striking out section 25; 
(h) by striking out paragraph (b) of section 26 and the wor<J "and" 
immediately preceding that paragraph; 
( i) by striking out section 30; 
(j) by striking out paragraph (a) of section 33 and the word "and" 
immediately following that paragraph; 
(k) by striking out section 34; 
and 
( I) by striking out section 36. 
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AMENDMENT OF JUSTICES ACT, 1921-1981 
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43. (I) In this Part, the Justices Act, 1921-1981, is referred to as "the 
principal Act". 
(2) The principal Act, as amended by this Part, may be cited as the "Justices 
Act, 1921-1981". 
44. Section 4 of the principal Act is amended-
(a) by striking out from subsection (1) the definition of "minor 
indictable offence" and substituting the following definition: 
and 
"minor indictable offence" means-
(a) an offence declared to be, or designated or described 
as, a minor indictable offence by any other Act; 
(b) a group III offence except-
or 
(i) an offence against the person (other than 
common assault, assault occasioning 
actual bodily harm and unlawful and 
malicious wounding); 
(ii) concealment of childbirth; 
(iii) an offence involving interference with, 
damage to, or destruction of, property 
where the loss resulting from the 
commission of the offence exceeds 
$2000; 
or 
(iv) any other offence relating to property, the 
value of which exceeds $2 000; 
(c) an offence against section 136, 137, 138, 169, 170, 171, 
173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 184, 196 or 197a of 
the Criminal Law Consolidation Act, 1935-1981, 
not being an offence relating to property, the 
value of which~exceeds $2000:; 
(b) by striking out from the definition of "simple offence" in subsection 
(1) the passage "but does not include an indictable offence which 
can only be heard and determined in a summary way as a minor 
indictable offence" and substituting the passage "but does not 
include a minor indictable offence". 
45. Section 5 of the principal Act is amended-
(a) by striking out from subsection (2) the passage "subsections (3), (4) 
and (5) of this section" and substituting the passage "subsection 
(3)" ; 
and 
(b) by striking out subsections (4) and (5). 
46. Section 75 of the principal Act is amended by striking out from 
subsection (1) the passage "two hundred dollars" and substituting the passage 
"two thousand dollars". 
47. Section 81 of the principal Act is amended by striking out from sub-
section (2) the passage "ten dollars", wherever it occurs, and substituting, in 
each case, the passage "twenty-five doll~". 
1981 Statutes Amendment (Jurisdiction of Courts) 
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41. Section 106 of the principal Act is amended by striking out subsection 
(8). 
49. Section 106a of the principal Act is repealed. 
so. Section 108 of the principal Act is amended by striking out subsection 
(2) and substituting the following subsection:-
(2) Where a witness is examined orally, his deposition-
(a) shall be recorded in writing; 
(b) shall be read over by, or read over to, the witness; 
and 
(c) shall be signed by the witness and the justice. 
51. Section 109 of the principal Act is amended by striking out paragraph 
(a) of subsection (3). 
52. Section 120 of the principal Act is repealed and the following section is 
substituted: 
935 
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Amendment of 
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Receipt of 
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Repeal of 
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Amendment of 
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120. A court of summary jurisdiction constituted of a special ~~~~':,~ 
magistrate has, subject to this Act, jurisdiction to hear and determine, in j~~krron 
a summary way, a charge in respect of a minor indictable offence. ~~ ~l::~n 
53. Section 121 of the principal Act is repealed. 
indictable 
offences. 
Repeal of 
s. 121. 
54. Section 122 of the principal Act is repealed and the following section is Repeal of 
b · d s.122and SU stitute : substitution 
. of new section. 
122. (1) Subject to this Act, the procedure and powers of a court 
of summary jurisdiction in relation to the hearing and determination 
of a charge of a minor indictable offence shall be the same as if the 
charge were a complaint of a simple offence. 
(2) At any time in the course of proceedings in respect of a minor 
indictable offence up to and including the completion of the case for the 
prosecution, the defendant may elect to be tried upon indictment and 
upon the making of that election the court shall not proceed to convict 
the defendant but may commit him for trial upon indictment. 
(3) If it appears to the court that the offence, by reason of its 
seriousness, the intricacy of the facts in issue, the difficulty of any 
questions of law likely to arise at the trial, or for any other reason, ought 
to be tried upon indictment, it shall not proceed to convict the defendant 
but may commit him for trial upon indictment. 
(4) Where a defendant appears before a court of summary 
jurisdiction charged with a minor indictable offence, the court shall, if 
the defendant does not elect to be tried upon indictment, inform him, at 
the completion of the case for the prosecution, whether or not it proposes 
to deal with the case in a summary way. 
Procedure 
and powers 
of court in 
relation to 
charges of 
minor 
indictable 
offences. 
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(5) If the defendant elects to be tried on indictment, or the court 
determines not to deal with the case in a summary way, the proceedings 
shall continue as a preliminary examination. 
(6) In proceedings before a court of summary jurisdiction relating 
to a minor indictable offence, the deposition of any witness for the 
prosecution-
(a) shall be recorded in writing; 
(b) shall be read over by, or read over to, the witness; 
and . 
(c) shall be signed by the witness and the special magistrate. 
55. Section 124 of the principal Act is repealed and the following section is 
substituted : 
124. Where a person appears before a justice (not being a special 
magistrate) charged with a minor indictable offence, the justice shall 
remand him in custody or on bail to appear before a court of summary 
jurisdiction constituted of a special magistrate. 
56. Sections 125 and 126 of the principal Act are repealed. 
57. Section 129 of the principal Act is amended-
(a) by striking out from subsection (2) the passage "justices or a special 
magistrate have or has" and substituting the passage "a court of 
summary jurisdiction has"; 
(b) by striking out from subsection (2) the passage "two hundred 
dollars" and substituting the passage "two thousand dollars"; 
(c) by striking out from subsection (3) the passage ", whether by a 
court of summary jurisdiction or the Supreme Court,"; 
(d) by striking out from subsection (3) the passage "two hundred 
dollars" and substituting the passage "two thousand dollars"; 
and 
(e) by inserting after subsection (3) the following subsections: 
(4) Where a person is convicted of a minor indictable 
offence by a court of summary jurisdiction, and the court is of 
the opinion that the convicted person cannot be adequately 
punished by the court by reason of limitations on the power 
of the court imposed by this section, the court may remand 
the convicted person in custody or on bail to appear for sentence 
before a District Court at a time and place fixed by the court of 
summary jurisdiction. 
(5) Where a person is remanded under subsection (4) to 
appear before a District Court that Court may-
(a) sentence him for the offence of which he was 
convicted by the court of summary jurisdiction; 
and 
(b) exercise any powers in relation to the convicted 
person that would have been available to the 
Court if he had been convicted in proceedings 
before the Court. 
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58. (1) In this Part, the Criminal Law Consolidation Act, 1935-1980, is Short ti ..... 
referred to as "the principal Act". 
(2) The principal Act, as amended by this Part, may be cited as the 
"Criminal Law Consolidation Act, 1935-1981". 
59. The following heading and section are inserted after section 281 of the ~of 
.. lA ... prmclpa ct: aDd .. 281a. 
Change of Forum 
281a. (1) Where a person has been committed for trial in the ~of 
Supreme Court, and the Court is of the opinion that the trial of the 
defendant might be appropriately conducted by a District Court, the 
Supreme Court may, of its own motion, or on the application of the 
Attorney-General or the defendant, direct that the case be referred to a 
District Court and, where such a direction is given, the District Court to 
which the case is referred shall hear and determine the case as if the 
defendant had been committed for trial in that District Court. 
(2) A direction shall not be given under subsection (1) in respect of a 
case involving a charge of treason, murder, attempted murder, rape or 
armed robbery. 
(3) Where a person has been committed for trial in a District 
Court, and the Supreme Court is of the opinion that the trial should be 
conducted by the Supreme Court, the Supreme Court may, on the 
application of the Attorney-General or the defendant, direct that the 
case be referred to the Supreme Court and, where such a direction is 
given, the Supreme Court shall hear and determine the case as if the 
defendant had been committed for trial'in the Supreme Court. 
(4) In determining whether to make a direction under subsection (I) 
or (3) the Supreme Court shall have regard to--
(a) the gravity of the offence or offences; 
(b) the complexity or otherwise of the evidence to be given at the 
trial; 
(c) the difficulty or uncertainty of the law involved or likely to be 
involved at the trial; 
(d) the views (so far as they have been expressed) of the parties 
to the proceedings; 
and 
(e) the circumstances of the case generally. 
60. The following heading is inserted before section 282 of the principal ~~ 
Act: 
Saving and transitional provisions 
'MT" 
1981 ..... A .......... (Jurisclc:1ioa er Courls) 
Ad,. 1911 
PART V 
AMENDMENT OF COMPANIES ACT, 1962;.1981 
No. 109' 
61. (1) In this Part, the Companies Act, 1962-1981,. is referred to as "the 
principal Act". 
(2) The principal Act, as amended by this Part, may be cited as the 
"Companies Act. 1962-1981". 
6l.Section 390 of the principal Act is lIepealed. 
In the name and on bebalfof Her Majesty~ I hereby assent to this BiU. 
K. D~.SEAMAN, Governor 
